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Regis Students Participate in International Service Experience

Students in the Masters of Nonprofit Management (MNM) Program are putting into action Regis University’s ideal of service to others, and getting course credit.

Eight students and facilitator Elise Burton left for a Service Oriented Field Experience (SOFE) with the Bismarck, ND-based GOD’S CHILD Project in Antigua, Guatemala, on March 31 and returned on April 8. The class is designed to provide students with a service experience in the nonprofit sector in a culture different from that of the United States.

It’s the second time students were able to participate in a SOFE. Eighteen Regis graduate students traveled to Guatemala and El Salvador for service projects in November.

During this 10-day trip to Guatemala, students worked directly with nonprofit organizations that can’t afford to pay for the help being offered. The students take what! they have learned in the field and write final projects that will be useful to the organization.

Students spent two days in a rural mountain village, working with Mayan women and the Feminine Association for Rural Development. Among the planned projects are helping the women, who are skilled weavers, sell their work, perhaps using the Internet; and helping to raise more than $ 5,000 to fix the town’s water pump, which will solve a myriad of problems.

Patrick Atkinson, executive director and founder of La Asociación Nuestros Ahijados (ANA) in Guatemala, is another course facilitator and also a graduate of Regis University’s MNM Program. He coordinates the SOFE projects the students do in Guatemala, including working at ANA, which is affiliated with the Bismarck-based GOD’S CHILD Project, which Atkinson also founded. Paul Alexander, degree chair of the MNM program, is the third facilitator for the course.

Burton explained that students can use what they have learned in an academic setting and apply it to the real world, for people who desperately need the help.



| News Articles | Home | 



All Contents Copyright 2002 GOD'S CHILD
GOD'S CHILD Web Site is maintained
by Johan Beudeker, long-time volunteer from Utrecht, the Netherlands.
