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100th Day of School A Day For Giving 

by Amy Getz 


Far away in Antigua, Guatemala, live children of all ages in a society drastically different from here. Their houses consist of a lean-to made of anything they can find in the dumps cardboard, sticks, maybe even a piece of tin. They wander the streets not knowing what a full stomach is, and their clothing is nothing more than rags.

When Bowman Roosevelt Elementary received new books, they were faced with a dilemma of putting the old books, even though in good condition, down in the basement where they would not be used again. A call went to Peg Ahlness, a supporter of The GOD’S CHILD Project. This organization works with children in Antigua, Guatemala primarily giving them an education, housing and clothing. Though the children love books, sending the books over would be costly, but there was something else the students of Roosevelt could do for these children. All the children were in dire need of clothing, so the work began.

Each year students at Roosevelt Elementary celebrate their hundredth day of school, by collecting a hundred of something. In years past, they have collected 100 pennies, a hundred M& M’s and even 100 cans of food for the Community Cupboard. This year it was decided to collect a hundred pieces of clothing that would be sent to the less fortunate children of Guatemala.

The students went home with a list of items to collect. A goal of 100 pieces of clothing turned into 276 articles of clothing, one box of shoes, and 2 large bags of underclothes. All this from 99 students in grades kindergarten through third grade. 

To celebrate the donation of clothing and their hundredth day of school last Monday, the kids enjoyed a presentation from Peg Ahlness. She told the students of the social conditions that the children of Guatemala live in. To give the students a better idea of just how much their donated clothing would help, Peg also showed the kids slides of the slums. The students sat in utter silence as they looked at the slides of so-called homes the families lived in. Pictures of hopeless children the same age as them were an eye opener for all.

After the clothing was sorted it was packed into boxes and bags. It will then be taken to Bismarck where volunteers will take it to Guatemala, Central America.

Editor’s Note: The GOD’S CHILD Project was founded by Patrick Atkinson, a Bismarck native, to foster education and a general raising of social economics in Guatemala. For more information or to donate clothing or a monetary gift, call Peg Ahlness at 701-255-7956.
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