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Meiers named GOD’S CHILD Regional Director 

  

By Karen Herzog 

Because of continued expansion, the GOD’S CHILD Project, headquartered in Bismarck, ND, has named its first regional director.

Carrol Meiers, formerly executive director the Ruth Meiers Hospitality House in Bismarck, which serves the homeless, will start as regional director for a six-state region on April 2.  Meiers has been at the Ruth Meiers position for eight years; the shelter is currently looking for her replacement, she said.

In announcing the post, the Rev. Lisa Ahlness of Bismarck, president of The GOD’S CHILD North Central board of directors, read a letter from project founder Patrick Atkinson stating that Meiers’ “love and compassion for the poor inspires confidence in those with whom she works”.  Currently, 2,533 orphaned, abandoned, or poverty-stricken children in Guatemala are helped and educated by the project in Antigua.

Meiers’ duties will include program development, public relations and fund development in the six-state region of North and South Dakota, Montana, Minnesota, Iowa and Wisconsin, developing relationships with benefactors, donors, sponsors, and volunteers from that region.

Meiers expects to travel to Guatemala in mid-April to experience the project first hand, meet the children and the approximately 8,000 adults, mostly women, who also benefit from the project.  “I need to feel it in my heart, center and soul”, she said.  “I expect to be professionally, personally, and profoundly changed by my work with GOD’S CHILD.”

The educational component of The GOD’S CHILD Project is based on Atkinson’s development of what he calls “The Bismarck Educational Method”.  Ahlness describes the method as having “terrific potential” in urban or impoverished areas of this country as well.

By the method, children receive immediate feedback on their academic progress by earning monthly scholarships based on the total of a fixed amount, called “natural human rights”, and a varying amount pegged to the children’s grades, called “earned rights”.  Parents in poverty quickly learn that children can contribute to the life of the family better by staying in school than by earning pennies doing menial work out of school, she said.  This system builds the dignity of everyone involved, she said.

Mothers’ groups and addiction group attendance, as well as children’s school work can earn “construction credits” toward the refurbishing of their homes by volunteer teams.

These volunteer service teams who travel to Guatemala for work projects contribute to the “ripple effect” of spreading the word to their churches and communities about the work and needs of the project, Ahlness said.  “They come back changed, enthusiastic and eager,” she said.
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