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GOD’S CHILD asked to help African AIDS orphans

Patrick Atkinson, executive director of the Bismarck-based GOD’S CHILD Project, has just returned from southern Africa, where he has been asked by the United Nations to establish a program for AIDS orphans in the heavily infected nations of South Africa, Zimbabwe, and Malawi.

“There are a number of projects (already) working with these children, but they keep going broke,” Atkinson said.

Founded by Atkinson, a Bismarck native, The GOD’S CHILD Project has its main presence in Guatemala, with four schools, two clinics, a hospital and a foster-care program that supports and educates 2,400 children and their families. 

Atkinson says that in southern and eastern Africa, HIV or full-blown AIDS afflicts between 33 percent and 40 percent of people over the age of 15.
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