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Open Your Heart… 
…To GOD’S CHILD

By Sarah Wanner

Allan Gustavo Perez Valle turned 14 years old last month. Like a typical teenager, he enjoys playing football and listening to music.

He hopes to pursue a career in business administration when he gets older. However, there are many obstacles to his dreams for success.

Allan was born into a terribly poor family of five children. His father abandoned the family eleven years ago, and his mother earns $ 90 a month as a cook. Allan’s house consists of two small rooms, which his family more than fills.

Like Allan, the project’s children’s stories are unique in their own way, yet all share a common theme of high hopes and dreams for a bright future. Karen, the youngest of five children, wants to become a teacher. Carmen, whose 11th birthday is in just a few short weeks, faces life with an abusive alcoholic father. Elsa dreams of becoming a bilingual secretary someday: however the $ 70 a month her parents earn cannot support their six children’s educations. Manhen enjoys playing sports, and hopes to work in a bank one day.

Many children face the same problems of poverty, hunger, and disease on a daily basis. Some may ask how we can even attempt to change the lives of those affected, as there are so many people who need help. However, the students at Jamestown College know that they just have to start… one person at a time, making a difference in these children’s lives.

Now those who have reached out to these children extend an opportunity, as well as a challenge, to the rest of the Jamestown College community. Will you open your heart to these children as well?

On March 20 – 21, students at Jamestown College are invited to take part in a voluntary fast to raise awareness of hunger in our world. This will be similar to the World Vision 30-Hour Famine that has been done in the past. Students will ask for donations, then participate in a fast from after breakfast on Wednesday morning until lunchtime on Thursday. During that time, a workshop will be held for area elementary students, teaching them about the reality of world hunger, and their role in helping to alleviate this problem.

During the following week, Patrick Atkinson, the founder of The GOD’S CHILD Project, will speak at Thursday’s Chapel service, and accept a check for funds raised through this project.

If you are interested in helping to plan this event, participating in the fast, or in opening your heart in prayer, letter writing, or making a donation, please contact Sarah Wanner.

The GOD’S CHILD Project is dedicated to the idea that all people, with education and formation, can break free from their bitter chains of poverty. Working with local charities, The GOD’S CHILD Project enables more than two thousand orphaned, abandoned, and poverty-stricken boys and girls to study, live with foster families if need be, and receive education, medical care, clothing, and love. The GOD’S CHILD Project also provides health care, educational opportunities, and community development services to more than 6,000 residents of Guatemala’s poorest slums.

Learn more about The GOD’S CHILD Project at www.GodsChild.org.

“Whatsoever you do to the least of My people, that you do unto Me.”
Matthew 25:40 
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