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Breaking poverty cycle

Salsa, Merengue dance event to benefit poor children, families

By Cleo Cantlon

Anyone who can waltz can easily learn to do those sultry Latin American dances, the salsa and meringue, Christy Kronberg of Bismarck, North Dakota insists – if they can move their hips.

And everyone, of all ages, is invited to learn the dances, to enjoy the music, and to aid the children of The GOD’S CHILD Project, an ecumenical non-profit group started in 1991 to aid poor children and their families.

“Not everyone can fly to Guatemala, so we’re bringing Guatemala here,” she said.

The Salsa and Meringue Dance, at the Embassy January 30th, will show off South American decorations as well as music.

“We’re really excited because we’ll have Oscar Mejia from Guatemala to help teach dance steps,” Kronberg, Community Educator for The GOD’S CHILD Project, said. She also will be teaching with the help of some people from the Minot Air Force Base whose background includes the Latin dances.

Salsa dancing, which began in Cuba, has slightly different steps in each country where it is danced, she said, so some experienced participants may find some new steps. She said these dances are ones that encourage people to add their own styles.

“We will start with some simple lessons, and perhaps repeat them later in the evening if people wish,” she said.

Kronberg, the only full-time paid employee for The GOD’S CHILD Project, said Magic City Music Factory would do the disc-jockey job.

She said that Mejia, whom she calls “the salsa king,” was an 11-year-old runaway when he became one of the first children rescued by The GOD’S CHILD Project. Now grown, with a family of his own, he has studied accounting and is earning a college social work degree, Kronberg said. He has always worked for the project in some capacity.

He leads a service team, and will lead the North Dakotans who will travel to Guatemala to work with a house-building project next summer, she said.

Kronberg said The GOD’S CHILD Project strives to keep children in school to break the cycle of poverty.

Bismarck native Patrick Atkinson founded GOD’S CHILD to take care of a couple of dozen orphaned children he had cared for years earlier. It has since grown to take care of 2,500 children and 8,500 of their family members living in the mountainside slums. It also offers medical services and education.

The program began in Guatemala but last year the United Nations asked Atkinson to develop programs for several thousand African orphans who lost parents and families in the AIDS epidemic. The September 11 bombings temporarily postponed that plan.

“This year GOD’S CHILD Project volunteers also began providing academic tutors and life mentors for North Dakota school children who need special attention,” Kronberg said. “And 96 to 97 percent of funds collected go directly to children and their families.”

Project founder and executive director Atkinson was honored in November 2002 by the Guatemalan National Coalition for the Family. He also was named 2002 “Person of the Year”.

Awards presenters praised him for “untiring battle for protection of human rights in Guatemala, as well as for the selfless care given to the poor in Guatemala.”

Atkinson was praised by Judge Fernando Alejandro Montalvo for his work with mediating prison problems, designing schools and clinics, leading parents groups and counseling street gang members looking to leave violence behind.

For more information about The GOD’S CHILD Project, contact its U.S. headquarters (701) 255-7956, PO Box 1573, Bismarck, ND, 58502-1573, or check its web-site: 

www.GodsChild.org or www.Albergue.org or www.ANA.org.gt
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