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Last Christmas, I receive d a colorful card from my friend, Fr. Tom Kramer, pastor at the Cathedral in Bismarck, North Dakota. He wrote, "The card is from The GOD'S CHILD Project that I’m very personally involved with."

"It is a program for poor and orphaned children in Guatemala, run by Pat Atkinson, a young man from our parish. Pat has worked in Guatemala for over ten years now. He provides foster families for orphans and also provides support for families to assist them in educating their children. The families are so poor that the kids have to help to get enough for food and clothing and there is certainly no money available for education."

"So Pat assists them in a variety of ways. Right now he is assisting nearly 500 boys and girls of all ages so they can survive. I have known Pat and his family for many years and have visited him three times in Guatemala. He went intending to spend a couple years helping, but he found the need immense and began setting up The GOD'S CHILD Project. I am the treasurer of the Board and so have a personal interest and know he is doing a great work. Anyway, the kids draw these cards, a printer in Guatemala contributes the printing and we buy them to support the program."

I asked Fr. Tom if I could spread the word (and the Word) so that my readers could respond. He replied with an enthusiastic yes and a sheaf of poignant newsletters to GOD'S CHILD sponsors. Let me print just the opening of one of Fr. Tom’s letters in the newsletter:

"Dear Caring American: The Day Mateo Brought in the Cat...I knew we’d lost the program forever. Like thousands of children around the world, Mateo heard the cry of a dying kitten...Placing the trembling kitten warmly under his shirt, Mateo ruined forever his wet and stained clothes. He also gained for an eternity the knowledge of what it means to have compassion, charity, and love. Twenty minutes later, twelve boys and girls rushed loudly through our Central American home for orphaned and abandoned children and shouted out that a consensus had been reached on the kitten’s’s new name."

"Being the ‘old man’ of the house,, Patrick Atkinson had absolutely no say in any of this. The children seemed perfectly content to let him sit dumbstruck and speechless at this desk."

"They were watching the kitten. He was watching them. These were a dozen orphaned children who just a few months ago lived off of garbage and slept wherever they could. They were small boys and girls who have known abuse and neglect since they were terribly little, and many already distrust the world."

"They know first-hand the bitterness of violent, alcoholic-torn shacks, and are just now beginning to have some sense of security. They could have chosen to keep their new home and security to themselves, but decided instead to accept another of God’s suffering creatures into it."

"The boys and girls cared for by The GOD'S CHILD Project come to us from the terrible shacks, crowded slums, and dangerous streets. They’re beautiful kids trying desperately hard not to go insane. They share what the other one has: food, coins, lice, sickness, and fear. It’s really a crazy world for these small children."

Readers, let’s make these kids’ world a little less crazy. To send tax-deductible donations or to get more information on how to become an unsalaried volunteer in Guatemala, write Fr. Tom Kramer, The GOD'S CHILD Project, PO Box 1573, Bismarck, ND 58502-1573. God thanks you and so do I. 
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