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HISTORY OF THE DREAMER CENTER 
The Williston Daily Herald - Tuesday, August 13, 1996
Sue Neft 

The Dreamer Center in Antigua, Guatemala, will be the Central American home and permanent base for the Bismarck-based God’s Child Project.

Patrick Atkinson, executive director of The GOD'S CHILD Project, became aware of the need for this center in 1994 when Guatemalan rents soared and the number of children cared for by the program surpassed 500.

"We placed the need for a permanent home into God’s hands through our prayers and hard work. We knew this Center would develop if it was part of God’s plan."

A few weeks later, Atkinson was shown a piece of land for sale exactly in the middle of the San Felipe slum, where most of the program’s children are located.

On March 1, a private investment firm offered a 90-day, interest free loan of $150,000 to The GOD'S CHILD Project if the project would use the loan to care for needy and homeless children.

The limit of the loan was $500 more than what the San Felipe land would cost.

"Just enough to cover closing costs if an attorney donated his fee," Atkinson said. "However, while we had an interest free loan with which to buy the land, we had no way of paying off the loan when it came due."

"After long discussions with our Bismarck-based board of directors, we decided it was obvious that there was something special behind these developments," Atkinson said, "so we signed the contract, purchased the land, and knew that someone would be inspired to step forward the help the children out."

Eight weeks later, Peter Miller of Dreamer Ministries in Plano, Texas, informed The GOD'S CHILD Project that they had decided to donate the $150,000 needed to pay off the loan with which The Dreamer Center property was purchased.

"The fund-raising approach for each of these buildings," said Atkinson, "will follow the same philosophy on which The GOD'S CHILD Project has been developed: We’ll work hard, trust and place the need in God’s hands."

"We’ll talk about the needs of the poor children and how many each building will help. People will be inspired to help. The gifts will come."

Already the effort has shown results with tools and scaffolding being donated by William Clairmont Construction of Bismarck.

Fill dirt, tractors and trucks have been contributed by the Municipality of Antigua, Guatemala.

In addition, three parts of The Dreamer Center are ready to begin development: 

  An interdenominational chapel was donated in loving memory of Thomas Enstad of Granite Falls, Minn. 

  An educational center will be built by Rotary International Clubs. 

  A child activity center will be a gift of the Helen Walsh family of Bismarck. 

"We’ll build the other buildings as gifts and funds become available," Atkinson explained.

"The entire Dreamer Center will be built one day. Trust God in this, and don’t forget to work hard."
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