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Patrick Atkinson may be the only Regis University graduate who still doesn’t know where his classes meet. 

That’s because he took them all online from Guatemala. 

Saturday he was finally in Colorado, picking up his diploma, touring the campus and giving the commencement address at Regis’ 131st graduation ceremony. 

Atkinson is the founder and director of Guatemala’s largest private foster-care program, The GOD´S CHILD Project. Over the past 17 years, he has built orphanages, clinics and safe houses for battered women in Central America and Southeast Asia. 

He couldn’t afford to leave his latest project in Guatemala to get a master’s degree, so he enrolled at Regis because of its distance-learning program. 

“Yesterday was my first day on campus,” Atkinson said Saturday after he and other students in the School for Professional Studies got their diplomas. “It was quite different because I was walking through campus learning where I took all my classes.” 

Atkinson’s story isn’t the only tale of effort. 

Both work and family kept Angelina Medrano from earning her college diploma for years. A mother of two and grandmother of three, Medrano had tried to go to college before, but she had had to drop out because her job at U.S. West was too time-consuming. 

“This time, I took time off from my job and decided to get my degree,” said Medrano, who received a bachelor’s degree in business administration. 

Atkinson, who has been knifed and shot at while working in Guatemala, faced perhaps an even tougher struggle by deciding to learn online. 

It took him three years to finish his degree. He often had to start homework at midnight and stay up until 4 a.m. to finish it. During the day, he worked to get 725 impoverished children the education, medicine and loving families they needed to succeed. 

“Dreams are for the dreamers,” Atkinson said in his commencement speech. “Thank God that includes all of us here today. Now, let’s use our talents and time to help others. For each of us, 10 others are waiting to realize their life-giving dreams too.” 

Regis graduation concludes today with commencement ceremonies for Regis College and the School for Health Care Professionals. The 1999 spring class has a total of 1,109 graduates. 
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